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(2) The criteria in paragraph (c)(2) of
this section apply to marine coastal
recreation waters of the following
States: Alaska, California (except for
coastal recreation waters within the
jurisdiction of Regional Board 4), Flor-
ida, Georgia, Hawaii (except for coastal
recreation waters within 300 meters of
the shoreline), Louisiana, Maine (ex-
cept for SA waters and SB and SC wa-
ters with human sources of fecal con-
tamination), Maryland, Massachusetts,
Mississippi, New York, North Carolina,
Oregon, Puerto Rico (except for waters
classified by Puerto Rico as intensely
used for primary contact recreation
and for those waters included in
§131.40), Rhode Island, United States
Virgin Islands.

(f) Schedules of compliance. (1) This
paragraph (f) applies to any State that
does not have a regulation in effect for
Clean Water Act purposes that author-
izes compliance schedules for National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination Sys-
tem permit limitations needed to meet
the criteria in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. AIll dischargers shall promptly
comply with any new or more restric-
tive water quality-based effluent limi-
tations based on the water quality cri-
teria set forth in this section.

(2) When a permit issued on or after
December 16, 2004, to a new pathogen
discharger as defined in paragraph (b)
of this section contains water quality-
based effluent limitations based on
water quality criteria set forth in para-
graph (c) of this section, the permittee
shall comply with such water quality-
based effluent limitations upon the
commencement of the discharge.

(3) Where an existing pathogen dis-
charger reasonably believes that it will
be infeasible to comply immediately
with a new or more restrictive water
quality-based effluent limitations
based on the water quality criteria set
forth in paragraph (c) of this section,
the discharger may request approval
from the permit issuing authority for a
schedule of compliance.

(4) A compliance schedule for an ex-
isting pathogen discharger shall re-
quire compliance with water quality-
based effluent limitations based on
water quality criteria set forth in para-
graph (c) of this section as soon as pos-
sible, taking into account the dis-
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charger’s ability to achieve compliance
with such water quality-based effluent
limitations.

(5) If the schedule of compliance for
an existing pathogen discharger ex-
ceeds one year from the date of permit
issuance, reissuance or modification,
the schedule shall set forth interim re-
quirements and dates for their achieve-
ment. The period between dates of
completion for each requirement may
not exceed one year.

If the time necessary for completion
of any requirement is more than one
year and the requirement is not readily
divisible into stages for completion,
the permit shall require, at a min-
imum, specified dates for annual sub-
mission of progress reports on the sta-
tus of interim requirements.

(6) In no event shall the permit
issuing authority approve a schedule of
compliance for an existing pathogen
discharge which exceeds five years
from the date of permit issuance,
reissuance, or modification, whichever
is sooner.

(7) If a schedule of compliance ex-
ceeds the term of a permit, interim
permit limits effective during the per-
mit shall be included in the permit and
addressed in the permit’s fact sheet or
statement of basis. The administrative
record for the permit shall reflect final
permit limits and final compliance
dates. Final compliance dates for final
permit limits, which do not occur dur-
ing the term of the permit, must occur
within five years from the date of
issuance, reissuance or modification of
the permit which initiates the compli-
ance schedule.
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§132.1 Scope, purpose, and availability
of documents.

(a) This part constitutes the Water
Quality Guidance for the Great Lakes
System (Guidance) required by section
118(c)(2) of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) as amended by the
Great Lakes Critical Programs Act of
1990 (Pub. L. 101-596, 104 Stat. 3000 et
seq.). The Guidance in this part identi-
fies minimum water quality standards,
antidegradation policies, and imple-
mentation procedures for the Great
Lakes System to protect human
health, aquatic life, and wildlife.

(b) The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Great Lakes States, and
Great Lakes Tribes will use the Guid-
ance in this part to evaluate the water
quality programs of the States and
Tribes to assure that they are protec-
tive of water quality. State and Tribal
programs do not need to be identical to
the Guidance in this part, but must
contain provisions that are consistent
with (as protective as) the Guidance in
this part. The scientific, policy and
legal basis for EPA’s development of
each section of the final Guidance in
this part is set forth in the preamble,
Supplementary Information Document,
Technical Support Documents, and
other supporting documents in the pub-
lic docket. EPA will follow the guid-
ance set out in these documents in re-
viewing the State and Tribal water

§132.2

quality programs in the Great Lakes
for consistency with this part.

(c) The Great Lakes States and
Tribes must adopt provisions con-
sistent with the Guidance in this part
applicable to waters in the Great Lakes
System or be subject to EPA promulga-
tion of its terms pursuant to this part.

(d) EPA understands that the science
of risk assessment is rapidly improv-
ing. Therefore, to ensure that the sci-
entific basis for the methodologies in
appendices A through D are always
current and peer reviewed, EPA will re-
view the methodologies and revise
them, as appropriate, every 3 years.

(e) Certain documents referenced in
the appendixes to this part with a des-
ignation of NTIS and/or ERIC are
available for a fee upon request to the
National Technical Information Center
(NTIS), U.S. Department of Commerce,
5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA
22161. Alternatively, copies may be ob-
tained for a fee upon request to the
Educational Resources Information
Center/Clearinghouse for Science,
Mathematics, and Environmental Edu-
cation (ERIC/CSMEE), 1200 Chambers
Road, Room 310, Columbus, Ohio 43212.
When ordering, please include the NTIS
or ERIC/CSMEE accession number.

§132.2 Definitions.

The following definitions apply in
this part. Terms not defined in this
section have the meaning given by the
Clean Water Act and EPA imple-
menting regulations.

Acute-chronic ratio (ACR) is a stand-
ard measure of the acute toxicity of a
material divided by an appropriate
measure of the chronic toxicity of the
same material under comparable condi-
tions.

Acute toxicity is concurrent and de-
layed adverse effect(s) that results
from an acute exposure and occurs
within any short observation period
which begins when the exposure begins,
may extend beyond the exposure pe-
riod, and usually does not constitute a
substantial portion of the life span of
the organism.

Adverse effect is any deleterious effect
to organisms due to exposure to a sub-
stance. This includes effects which are
or may become debilitating, harmful or
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